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Death moves in the shadows. 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Synopsis 
Shadow's Edge is the story of three irreverent rebels,  Mike, Johnny, and Jay, who plan to exact 

revenge against a common enemy on a dark, stormy night in the fall of 1987. As their 
relationships unravel, a strange, mysterious sound draws them toward nearby woods. Shadow's 

Edge harkens back to raw, authentic cinema when the story was king. 


From the writer and director of the award-winning short film, The Dark Resurgence. 

Throughout his narrative works - Tales of the Sith, The Dark Resurgence, and Wrath of the 
Empire - Michael McCumber has witnessed fear of freely expressing an artistic vision 

authentically. In an age where social outrage censors all mediums of communication, a code of 
silence polices creators within the film industry. The free, passionate love affair that once existed 
between imagination and the silver screen has ended. So, an ultimatum emerged: comply with 
unruly overlords or suffer destruction at the hands of a negative news cycle and outrage mob. 
Most comply, concealing the light of truth deep within the recesses of their minds. However, to 

bring light back into the world, you must face death in the darkness. 


That is Shadow's Edge.





About the Film 
The idea for Shadow's Edge started with an old series of short films Michael McCumber created with his father called 

The Motorcycle Man. In 2015, he outlined a feature-length script based on those earlier stories set in the early 80s 
about a rebel with a dark past. Within the broader framework of that outline emerged the story of Shadow's Edge.


 

Much of Michael's inspiration came from classic 80s films like The Goonies, The Monster Squad, and The Lost Boys. 

However, he wanted to gear the film toward an adult audience with a much more mature element that could 
authentically reflect the time period and characters.




Since Michael McCumber was a kid, he wanted to write stories and make movies. He read fantasy and science fiction 
novels throughout childhood, most notably Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, Winds of the Forelands, and Star Wars, 
inspiring him to develop worlds of his own. After High School, he joined the United States Marine Corps, where he 

served four years honorably. After he left the military, he reconnected with his passion for storytelling, producing three 
narrative projects over four years in San Diego: the award-winning short film, The Dark Resurgence, Wrath of the 

Empire, and Shadow's Edge. During this time, he furthered his education and earned a bachelor's in Mathematics 
and Computer Science from the University of California, San Diego. Currently, he is working toward a feature-length 

film of Shadow’s Edge.


About Michael McCumber





As an old Winger song goes, the story never lies. Modern movies have suffered a great deal because they fight so 
hard against telling an authentic story. What do I mean by this? 


The audience can see through the silver screen to the truth behind it now more than ever. Information travels at 
lightning speeds, and Hollywood's admitted agenda for modern movies is not a secret - stripping content to appease 

political narratives or fringe ideologies. The agenda centers around anything and everything other than the original 
element that matters - the raw story. 


The prioritization of social justice or woke politics has lowered the quality of storytelling and filmmaking in general. 
Why? Because instead of starting with a story that leads to its conclusion, you begin with an ending that must be true 

no matter what. It forces everything (the plot, characters, and dialogue) into a direction it organically would not go. 
Instead of writers and directors crowning the story king, they are more worried about offending an unruly mob that 

probably wouldn't watch their movie at all. Hollywood's hyper focus on politics and fringe ideologies has made films 
a formulaic set of checkboxes rather than an authentic expression of independent imagination.


On top of that, movies have become pulpits for elite idealogues to preach their values and beliefs from up on high, 
criticizing viewers for thinking, feeling, or acting differently than they do. Shadow's Edge is the antithesis of 

inauthentic, preachy mainstream cinema. It resurrects the irreverent and uninhibited rebel on the highway to hell. 


Director’s Statement





Avan Ariy is a professional actor with an extensive history of indie film projects in San Diego 
including Benjamin, The Typewriter, and Shadow’s Edge. His background comprises of theatre 
roles which he studied for and performed in college. Currently, he lives in Los Angeles pursuing 
his dream of acting in film and television. His favorite 80s song is Easy Lover by Phil Collins.


About the Cast

Andrew Biernat is a professional model and actor who has appeared on too many romance 
novels for Fabio to count. Growing up in Spokane, Washington, he moved down to San Diego to 
pursue skateboarding which led to his future passions of modeling and acting. His favorite 80s 
entertainment is Lethal Weapon 1 and 2 and Black Sabbath (only when Ozzy was the lead singer). 
Currently, he is working on an independent feature film. 

Mauricio A. Saldana is an actor, writer, and director who is best known for his horror shorts and 
upcoming lead role in the indie film, Caged & Wild. He studied acting and film throughout his 
years in college. When he graduated, he took a stronger approach to bettering his acting skills at 
Anthony Meindl's Actors Workshop in Hollywood, California. There, he met other like-minded 
individuals that helped him hone his acting skills while writing and producing his own projects.




Adam Hooper is a 26-year-old breakout composer and pianist. He’s been writing music all of his 
life. Since early childhood, he has had an affinity for classical piano, leading him to score 
independent projects as a hobby. Shadow’s Edge, his debut film score, allowed him to produce 
new retro sounds and styles that vibe with a dark, groovy theme. He’s currently working toward 
his dream of earning an Oscar. 

About the Crew

Dalton Currie is an independent filmmaker and professional tattoo artist from southern California. 
For the last several years, he has accomplished various conceptual art projects and an indie short 
film called Alpha God.  In his free time, he unleashes his inner rebel, blazing down long desert 
highways on his motorcycle. His willingness to break the rules makes him a natural choice for 
cinematography that disrupts mainstream conventions. 
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Links 
Shadow’s Edge Website: 
shadowsedgemovie.com 

Mike The Marine’s Website: 
mikethemarine.com 

Watch the Trailer: 
PLAY 

Mike The Marine’s Social Media: 
Facebook        Instagram 

Review the Film: 
IMDB 

http://shadowsedgemovie.com
http://mikethemarine.com
https://youtu.be/JaBDnCcsyQM
http://facebook.com/mikethemarine
http://instagram.com/mikethemarine
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10505504/




FAQ 
Q: What inspired you to choose the 1980s?  
A: There is something magnetic about the 80s and rebel personas. In the context of film history, the traditional idea of 
the “bad ass” hit its final stride in the 80s. When you think about a rebel, you imagine a maverick - a stud who bucks 
the system, ignores the rules, and goes their own way. The dude who every guy wants to be and every girl wants to 
be with. Most men today, especially actors, don’t embody that on screen or in real life. Most everyone concedes or 
submits to cancel culture. The rebel doesn’t live by or care for any of that insanity. He forges his own path. The 
opportunity to be that guy was more possible without social media, cell phones, and Alexa hanging on to your every 
word. When you look at the 80s nostalgia craze today, you have to ask yourself, why? Why do kids today miss a time 
they were never born in? The 80s is more than just cool movies and music. It was a way of life that a lot of people 
enjoyed more than the one we tread through today.

Q: How long did it take to make the film? 
A: About a year and a half between filming and post-production. 

Q: What props in the movie were from the 80s? 
A: Mostly everything. The walkman, flashlights, map, leather jacket, and magazine. The bat was a little older. It was 
made in the 1960s. Since we didn’t have the luxury of vintage cars or old buildings on set, I wanted to illustrate the 
time period to the fullest extent possible.

Q: What camera equipment did you use?  
A: We used the Black Magic Pocket Cinema camera with a Metabones Speed booster, Rokinon cine lenses (16, 24, 
35, and 85mm), and diffusion filters for that classic soft glow in the highlights. 

Q: Was this intended to be a Halloween movie?  
A: Actually, no. The story and setting happened to fit in well with a Halloween spin, but the story was not written for it.




Q: What inspired the music?  
A: I liked how 80's horror film scores sounded (i.e. John Carpenter’s The Thing for creepy ambience and The Lost 
Boys for the synthetic sound). 

Q: What was your biggest challenge on set?  
A: Time. No matter how planned, scripted, or rehearsed a production ever is, I always find that time is the one 
commodity you never get enough of. On day one of filming, we were set back a couple of hours due to location 
issues. The good news is that I went through the storyboards and script numerous times to be able to execute my 
vision precisely on schedule. We only had two weekend nights to shoot the script, so there was little room for error. 

Q: What did you like least about the movie?   
A: I’ll leave that to the critics.

Q: Who’s your favorite character in the film?  
A: All of them. In the context of the story, they all bring their own unique energy to the screen. Have you ever listened 
to that old song, The Boys are Back in Town? Well, the boys are a package deal; the whole motley crew raising 
hellfire. I’d say the same goes for Van Halen when David Lee Roth left. It just wasn’t the same. So in that sense, they 
are favorited as a band of brothers.

Q: Will there be a sequel? 
A: Watch the film. By the end, you’ll have your answer.
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